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Greetings to my fellow Kindred spirits!
What a tremendous honor it is being able to serve as president of this
prestigious American heritage family organization! These last couple of months have
kept me very busy getting up to speed on current issues around the Kindred and
marking the passing of a few fellow members.
I met with the manager of manuscripts collections at the New England Historic
Genealogical Society and been able to have an extensive look at the collection of Oscar
Frank Stetson (45 boxes!) which was donated in the 1950s and has fascinating records
dating back through to the 1930s. We have a report of what is available in this
collection and will be compiling pictures of selections from the collection for board
members and volunteers, and hope to have something on the website soon.
I have been connecting with the Norwell Historical Society and spent several
hours at the Stetson Heritage Room learning more about what is there, and have
compiled an inventory of what is in that room. A huge effort has been made by
Beverly Colton-Cochrane to organize this space. The next step will be to begin scanning
and archiving this collection, including the original wills of Cornet Robert and Joseph
Stetson, which were carefully restored back in 2012.
I met with the facilities director at the town of Norwell on progress with the
move of the Sergeant Samuel Stetson house (they are still working on the foundation
before moving the house, likely in the Spring)
I had the pleasure of walking the perimeter of the 30+ acres of property in
Norwell with the Trustees of Reservations Conservation Restriction Manager Sally
Naser, together finding all the granite bounds (save one) and meeting some good
neighbors, discovering some challenges with some other neighbors where trees have
been cut and some encroachment of our property by another. It was a very pleasant
tour and reminded me how far back in time this property goes.
Our membership coordinator LaVerne Stetson is stepping down from his role
with the Kindred, but will remain an active member. He has served the Kindred for
years keeping track of all our active and inactive members and helping with the annual
membership drive, as well as coordinating with our genealogist and finance director to
keep things organized. For now Linda Brooks will be maintaining membership while
we strategize on updating our methods of attracting members and keeping everyone’s
interest in maintaining their connection with us.
We also are saddened to report the passing of Robert ‘Bob’ Stetson Barlow.
Bob attended the last reunion and has been a fixture of the Kindred since the 1960s. A
tribute article to Bob in this issue was something he knew of and helped draft, so he
knew of our appreciation, thankfully.
I had the honor of visiting Bob at his home just a few weeks before his passing.
He was in good spirits and excited to share with me his collection of records and
memorabilia which he had collected over the years. One item that stood out was a
reunion photo which is from 1967-8, with Bob Barlow sitting front and center. He
showed it to me and pointed to himself in the photo. I laughed and pointed myself
out in the same photo. Bob generously loaned most of the contents to me and I am
currently working to have these scanned and preserved as the Bob Barlow Collection
for the Kindred, before returning them to Bob Jr.
I hope to hear from any of you more about these topics if you have questions
or comments, or are interested in participating in any of these projects. And of course
please let me know of any further ideas you may have to keep this kindred spirit
flowing!
Your President, James (Jim) Russell Stetson, Millis, MA
Please feel free to contact me @ jim.stetson@gmail.com or 508-479-7945
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Living Life to the Fullest!!
A Profile in Service – Bob Barlow
Grit is that 'extra something' that separates the most
successful people from the rest. It's the passion, perseverance,
and stamina that we must channel in order to stick with our
dreams until they become a reality. For Bob Barlow, each of
those qualities is evident in a lifetime of multi-tasking and
overcoming challenges.
Bob is quite modest and offers little information on his
past. He has been a member of the Kindred since he was a
child...following in the footsteps of his mother, Clara Silsby
(Stetson) (Barlow) Hallameyer, who also was an attendee from
childhood and his grandfather Nelson M. Stetson, a founder
of the Kindred. His father tragically died when Bob was four.
A conscientious parent, Bob has shepherded his four children
to meetings each year and then his six grandchildren, all of
whom he has gifted with Life Membership in the Kindred,
assuring the unity of the family and strength of the Kindred.
He served as Kindred President in the eighties, served on the
Board of Directors and chaired many Reunion Committees
throughout the years. As President, he showed strong,
sometimes combative, leadership and a vision for the Kindred
of “maintaining a feeling of togetherness among all Stetsons
the world over” which he credited to his grandfather, Nelson
Stetson. In his time as President, he also managed to restore
financial health to our organization eliminating a deficit
position and rebuilding our philanthropic funds. Currently,
having just retired as Editor and Publisher of the Kindred
Spirit after ten years, Bob continues to support our genealogy
and membership efforts with his computer skills (established
in the eighties with his then powerful Wang computer), and
has been heard to complain, “Haven’t you anything more for
me to do? I’m getting bored here.”
Bob’s professional life shows the very same qualities.
Academically, he earned
his B.S. from Northeastern
in Marine Biology, and
started his career working
at Woods Hole Research
Center, when he found his
calling to teach High school
Biology.
He
started
teaching in Providence RI,
but for most of his career in
Scituate, MA, during this
time building on his own
thirst for knowledge with
an MS. in Education from
Bridgewater State College
and Suffolk University. But
Scituate High 1972
teaching was only a part of
his many careers, as when he decided to start lobstering
during his time off in the summers, and built his own 36’
lobster boat and 400 pots with the Oak trees from his farm in
Marshfield Ma. During this time, he co-founded and served as
President of the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association.
With all those lobsters, he then created a family catering
business, and branded it “Clambakes by Bob Barlow”, where
he employed his children and many of his students in good
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paying summer jobs. Although a strict boss with high
standards, he taught them valuable work ethics that many
later stated aided them throughout their professional careers.
He designed and built innovative portable cooking equipment
for the functions. Those designs are still in use today, and you
may well see them at the Annual Kindred Reunions where we
continue to enjoy “Clambakes by Bob Barlow” by the fellow
who bought Bob’s business. In his free time, Bob loved to
travel and often arranged for his entire family to accompany
him on excursions when he planned vacations or celebrated
family events.

Bob and Connie, with children Betsy and Bobby
Bob remains an active volunteer for the Kindred. He
will be 88 on November 30 this year. Even with his physical
ailments, he persists in many ways, traveling everywhere on
his mobility scooter and still driving. As he said in a recent email, “I’m not unhappy or distressed at all. I've had a great
life and done so many things. I'm still healthy in all other
respects (my cardiologist says I have a very strong heart), and
am so glad I have all of my faculties and still am as sharp as a
tack!”
The Kindred is blessed to have Bob’s continued
service, and particularly his abiding passion for the
organization. His service to the Kindred, carrying on with the
beginning established by his grandfather, is a model for all.
There is so much we can accomplish together with men like
Bob Barlow.

Many issues of the Spirit came from his home office
Editors note: As this tribute to the lifetime service of Bob was being
finished, we sadly learned that his health problems seriously worsened, and
he passed away November 15. He will be much missed by all of us, but
leaves behind a wealth of wonderful memories, his vision for the Kindred,
and a great family who we know will continue to provide the Barlow
presence within the Kindred.
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Patriotism and Fellowship
On Veteran’s Day 2018, the 100 anniversary of the
end of WWI and the 50th anniversary of the Viet Nam
War was being commemorated with parades and
ceremonies across the country. SKOA member Staci
Kendrick Jones was excited to be marching in the
local parade in Fairfield, California, handing out
pamphlets containing the Flag Code to the patriotic
parade spectators. She had recently joined her local
Chief Solano Chapter of the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). Flag
Code education is one of the projects that the
members of the DAR advocate in support of
patriotism and the respect of Old Glory.
th

Benjamin Stetson (1757-1831) was the Revolutionary
War Veteran that made Staci eligible to join the DAR.
Born in Old Plymouth, he served in Massachusetts
during the war and eventually moved to New York
where he is buried in Stockwell next to his wife Mary
(who lived on until 1849). Mary is documented in the
National Archives to have received Benjamin’s
pension of $40 per annual quarter.
Further research is necessary, but there is a possibility
that Benjamin served with General George
Washington. We know that he served under Captains
Clapp and Daniels, and Colonels Ward Tupper and
Jackson, but consider this: According to Amos
Osborn’s address to the Oneida Historical Society in
1886, the “Oneida Path” passed entirely through
Sangerfield, New York and it “…must have been this
path that General George Washington traversed
when returning from his visit to the Oneidas in
October, 1783.” Benjamin obtained land in
Sangerfield, where he began farming on land that is
still owned by the Stetson family today. We wonder if
Benjamin was in the company of the esteemed
General during that trip to visit the Oneidas. If so,
Benjamin would have seen that rich farmland and
would have been impressed enough to uproot his
family to move there just a few years later.
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Unfortunately, the tragic fires of Paradise, California
had so blackened the skies (even 100+ miles away)
that the parade was canceled at the last minute. The
air was considered so unhealthy that all residents
were cautioned to stay indoors, especially those with
breathing difficulties, the elderly and children. For
almost two weeks, schools cancelled classes and the
streets were mostly deserted. The mood was somber
for many days as ash fell from the sky that contained
not only the pine trees and homes but also the souls
lost in this horrendous conflagration.
The Chief Solano Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution will participate in next year’s
parade, but meanwhile they are helping with
donations to the families of twenty-one DAR
members who lost their homes in the fires. Staci is
grateful to be a member of the Stetson Kindred of
America and the DAR, where her family continues to
grow through fellowship. Lineage societies provide
dedication to common causes and provide new
connections to family and community.
DAR is a women’s service organization dedicated to
promoting
historic
preservation,
education,
patriotism and honoring the patriots of the
Revolutionary War. In 2018 alone, members have
provided over three million hours of service to
America. If you are a female descendant of a
Revolutionary War participant, and would like to join
the DAR, you start the eligibility process by
contacting your local Chapter or go to
www.nsdar.org. A chapter registrar will help guide
you through the membership application. Men can
follow similar procedures for membership in the Sons
of the American Revolution (SAR).
If YOU have an interest in
creating a Colonial costume
honoring your ancestors,
perhaps at the next annual
Stetson reunion/meeting,
you might enjoy viewing
the hundreds of options to
make or buy. Simply search
'Colonial Clothing' on
google.com to see all sorts of
possibilities.

After many hours of work proving the documented
connections of generations in her Stetson lineage,
Staci was excited that her application was approved
on 5 November and the Veteran’s Day parade would
have been her first official function. She and her DAR
‘Sisters’ had made costumes reminiscent of the
Revolutionary period to wear for the parade.
Staci, in costume.
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Why Did YOU Join a Lineage Society?

A Last Farewell

by Linda Brooks

Robert (Bob) Stetson Barlow,
passed away at the age of 87 on
Thursday November 15, 2018.
Bob was born in Brockton. He
received a B.S in Biology from
Northeastern University in 1953
and a M.Ed. in Education from
Bridgewater State College in
1961. Bob held MANY jobs over
the years, many of which he created himself. From call
Firefighter to Police patrolman, to High School Biology
teacher (in Scituate), to commercial fisherman, co-founder
of the Massachusetts Lobsterman’s Association, caterer
extraordinaire of the famous Clambakes by Bob Barlow,
and Constable, he really was a jack of all trades! Bob
loved to fly and founded the south shore flying club in
1965.
Bob’s three biggest passions were fishing,
traveling and his family, and he was never happier than
the times he could combine the three with fabulous family
vacations that included multiple cruises and trips to
Hawaii. Bob leaves his longtime companion Barbara
Collins, children Robert S. Barlow, Jr. of Plymouth and
Kelli Claire Barlow-Dean and her husband Brad of
Somerset, and six grandchildren.
As a LIFE Member of the Stetson Kindred, Bob
was an active leader and contributor all his life, serving in
many ways, including as President. Please see a ‘Tribute
to Service’ on Page 2.

This past June, I
clicked on my weekly email newsletter, The Weekly
Genealogist, from the New
England Historical and
Genealogical Society which
encourages members to respond to a “Weekly
Genealogist Survey”. The Survey is always a question
relating to what members know about their ancestors or
personal experiences they have had researching their
roots. It is a fun way for NEHGS members to interact and
stay connected with the Society, but it also gets members
thinking. The Survey question that week was “Why do
you belong to a Lineage Society”, and yes, it got me
thinking. For each of us, the answer will be different, and
there is probably not just one answer, but several factors
that drew each of us to join a larger group of relatives
who share a genetic heritage.
For some of us, it may have been less of a
motivation than an inheritance. When you were old
enough to learn that a grandparent was a founding
member of the Stetson Kindred in 1905, you realized
membership came as a traditional birthright passed down
in the family. Your parents made you a “Junior” member
before you even learned to say “Stetson”, and like it or
not, it was a destiny you could not escape. For others of
us, it may have been motivated by the death of a parent
or grandparent, as we searched to fill a new void in our
lives that had previously linked us to our past. Honoring
a deceased ancestor by becoming a member of a lineage
society is a way of reminding us every day of the special
place they hold in our memories and hearts.
For other of our members, it may be you just had
an interest in family history, or this restless, unresolved
feeling floating around the questions of “Who Am I?”,
“Where did I come from?”, and just “Who are these
ancestors I descend from?”. Or, maybe there is a family
mystery you heard rumors about that you were
determined to solve.
Whatever the motivation that sparked your
ancestral search, those embarking on the journey attest to
a broad variety of benefits they have reaped in the
process. Among them are finding and meeting long lost
relatives, discovering the truth of family mysteries by
locating key vital records, identifying more details of your
ancestors’ lives, and sharing the fruits of research with
newfound relatives who respond in kind. For many of us,
lineage membership provides a hobby in our retirement
years, offering an inexhaustible source of interesting and
fruitful activity.
As for the Stetson Kindred, new member
applications continue to uncover new branches of the
Stetson Family Tree that have never been proven before,
thus allowing us to give them our stamp of approval and
preserve the work of new applicants in our master files.
Joining a lineage society not only documents a proven
heritage, but provides a foundation that paves the way for
future members to keep their family legacy an active and
viable one for generations to come.

Doctor Grace A. W. Stetson, 86, died on
December 29, 2018 surrounded by her
loving family. Grace enjoyed a 29 year
career as a Radiologist at WentworthDouglas Hospital in Dover and at
Frisbie Memorial Hospital in Rochester,
NH. In 1992, Grace and Dick moved into
what had become their retirement home
in Andover, NH Grace enjoyed
volunteerism, many crafts, and traveling.
Grace is survived by her son Mark Stetson and his
family, She is also survived by her sister in-law Martha
Stetson and brother in-law Ralph Stetson.
Charles L. "Charlie" Anderson, of
Norwell, passed gently in his sleep on
June 6, 2018, at 83 years of age. Charlie
was born in Belfast, Maine, and at the
age of 12, after his mother's death,
came to live with his brother James
Anderson in Marshfield. Charlie
graduated from Marshfield High
School where his athletic prowess led him to being
inducted to the Marshfield Hall of Fame. With his degree
from Boston University he became a Physical Education
teacher in Duxbury, where he served for 26 years. After
retiring from Duxbury Schools, he helped his wife Marie
at her antique shop, Stonehouse Antiques in Norwell. His
affability and sense of humor will be dearly missed by all
who knew him. Charlie is survived by Marie, his loving
wife of 45 years, three children, and six grandchildren .
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ALL ABOUT HEREDITARY SOCIETIES
By Sumner Hunnewell
If you are reading this, you are most likely already
part of the Best, Most Wonderful, Number One Hereditary
Society in the World: the Stetson Kindred of America, Inc.
That’s how we see it, anyway. However, there are a variety
of additional hereditary societies throughout the United
States and Canada with a pretty staggering range of scope,
requirements, and exclusivity. Some broad categories
would include when you are descended from

a single person (Charlemagne, Elder William
Brewster, Cornet Robert Stetson…)

a particular family or surname (Wing Family
Association, Galbraith Clan Association...)

an ancestor participating in a particular event
(Magna Carta, Mayflower, Valley Forge...)

an ancestor participating in a war (Colonial,
Revolutionary, 1812, Civil...) or an ancestor officer
participating in a war (1812, , Civil War...)

family from a geographical area (Jamestown,
Indiana, New England...)

family holding a trade or profession (Flagon &
Trencher, Postmasters..)

family of a particular religion (Early Quakers,
Huguenots)
Some hereditary societies are exclusive to men or
to women. Many require only proof of direct lineage but
some allow “collateral” relatives (brothers, sisters, cousins)
of your ancestor to qualify. Once you satisfy the
requirements of the registrar/genealogist and pay your
fees, you are in! On the other hand, many societies include
members by invitation only, some of which will ignore
inquiries – one in Virginia will even blackball you for
asking! In many cases, these exclusive groups require two
member sponsors. Some societies have a limited
membership and wait lists. It is important to remember
that none of this is worth losing sleep over.
The costs vary. Some offer life memberships only,
others a flat cost or graduated cost based on your age in
lieu of yearly dues. The Stetson Kindred of America gives
you a choice.
Gateway ancestor is a term you might have run
across. These are individuals that have some royal
ancestry. Once you find your way to the gateway ancestor,
much of the work “above” that ancestor has been done for
you. Mine is Alice Freeman of Massachusetts. Princes
William and Harry of the U. K. (through Diana, Princess of
Wales) have the same ancestor. And, before you ask, I
wasn’t invited to any weddings or christenings. There are
many “royal” societies: any royal blood, Plantagenets,
Scottish kings, French kings, and on and on. New ones
keep popping up.
Many of American hereditary societies meet in
Washington, D. C., during the first three weeks in April.
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You can expect breakfasts, lunches, teas, dinners, and
business meetings. There are some black tie and white tie
affairs to attend. Other societies meet in locales that make
sense to their particular order. You can spend a lot of your
kids’ inheritance on these groups.
The structures of hereditary societies can simply
be an organizational database, while others have full
blown national structures with subsidiary state or
geographical societies and then chapters/camp/colonies
within the state. Generally, the more the structure, the
busier the society. Each of these societies has its own
particular culture and benefits.
Most are 501(3)c organizations and do give money
to historical groups, to preservation groups, for
scholarships, etc. For instance, the National Society of
Daughters of the American Revolution focuses on patriotic
service, education, and historical preservation at the local,
state and national level. The Associated Daughters of Early
American Witches seeks to provide context for the sad
history of persecution in New England but has no local
chapters. Some societies provide glossy magazines,
membership cards, and fabulous certificates, while others
might send you PDF newsletters. A few are joined for the
glory of joining…other than the ‘stuff’ for which you might
receive or pay; they produce nothing and never meet.
My favorites are the Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company (as Right of Descent member), the
Society of Colonial Wars (I’ve been enamored with this
group since I was in my 20s and it is exclusive), and the
Order of the Founders and Patriots of America (when it
was formed, it was meant to be difficult to join and is
exclusive but most Stetsons should be eligible – let me
know if you are interested). If you are interested in seeing
what else is out there, I suggest that you check out
the hereditary.us website. You’ll be amazed at all the
different groups.
Meanwhile,
we encourage you to
remain active with
the Stetson Kindred,
and
consider
volunteering on a
committee or in a
leadership capacity,
writing articles for
the Kindred Spirit,
and making plans to
attend our Annual
Reunion & General
Meeting on the third
weekend in August.
Sumner Hunnewell
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The Story of the Steam Schooner Si-tai-sen (Stetson)
By Pierce McDonnell
Standing on the deck of a 15th century Chinese sailing
junk, I marveled at the three tall junk rig sails, the huge
red drum on the roof of the captain’s quarters, and the
intricate patterns carved in the wood. I felt as though I
was standing in the footsteps of the sailors who had
used these great vessels to explore the world long ago in
the early Ming Dynasty. I eagerly anticipated all that lay
ahead of me in my two month fellowship with the
China Maritime Museum in Shanghai.

Standing there, I reflected back on the path that had
brought me to this spot. Three years ago I first began
researching the story of how my great grandfather’s
steam schooner J. B. Stetson crashed to bits on jagged
rocks off the coast of California in 1934. My year long
quest of research was spent uncovering this story bit by
bit. I learned the tale of the late 19th century
industrialist James Burgess Stetson, who was on the
board of directors of the Stetson Kindred of America in
the early 1900s; James Stetson was the fascinating man
for whom the ship was named. It was through my
research that I first came in contact with the Stetson
Kindred.
Through my research I found that the story of this ship
crossed paths with many people. In the community of
the Stetson Kindred, for example, I found a group of
people who were just as interested in this story as I was,
because this history connects to your family as well.
I also found that the J. B. Stetson, a simple San Francisco
lumber schooner, was significantly involved in
international trade. In the late 1910s she had traded with
ports in Mexico and South America, shipping goods
such as raisins, salmon, lard, and tea. In researching this
portion of the vessel’s career, I met a man who told me
how his father and grandparents traveled aboard the
ship from Mexico to the United States in 1920. After
hearing his story, I once again saw that the life of the J.
B. Stetson connected with the family lore of many others
besides myself.
It was more difficult than I had thought to do this
research. While I could easily visit local libraries and
maritime museums to gather material for my inquiries
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into the Stetson’s domestic career, I wasn’t sure where to
find this data abroad. It was easy to call up distant
American maritime museums, such as those in
Washington or Oregon, to gather resources, but I wasn’t
sure how to get in contact with museums in other
countries. Thus, I relied solely on sources I could gather
locally.
In my research I realized that maritime history is a field
unlike any other, in that it is not just the study of one
place. The story of Stetson was not just a San Francisco
story, but it was also a story of the ports of Alaska,
Mexico, Peru, and Chile. I saw that studying the history
of seafaring commerce requires one to look into the
interconnectedness of many disparate places. And in
order to learn about trade in distant places, one must
collaborate with experts at local institutions of maritime
history. If only there was some kind of contact network
between maritime museums far and wide, I thought, I
could have a starting point for my research. After I
published my book, I became interested in working to
establish greater connections between maritime
museums.
While I haven't yet learned Spanish, I am fluent in
Mandarin Chinese, having studied the language since
the age of three. I realized that I could use my language
skills to act as a kind of young-ambassador between
maritime museums in the United States and China. I
presented my idea to faculty members at Carleton
College and was granted a fellowship to make my goal a
reality. This is why I found myself standing on the deck
of a Ming Dynasty “Fu” junk in southern Shanghai.
In my two months at the China Maritime Museum, I
learned many things about maritime history, museums,
and modern life in China. I found it particularly
interesting to study China's ancient history of
waterborne trade. The China Maritime Museum is a
fascinating new institution, at just over a decade old,
that brings to life themes of commerce, technology, and
global connections from the past.
At the end of my time at the China Maritime Museum I
gave a presentation in Mandarin Chinese in which I
described how I became interested in maritime history
through the J. B. Stetson story. I related various aspects
of the vessel’s tale, such as when I looked into Stetson
genealogy to find who the ship was really named after.
In my talk I also shared my hope that there may be
greater collaboration between maritime historians in the
United States and China in the future. I hope that my
fellowship this summer encourages more contact
between museums in both countries, so that others who
seek to study the history of the maritime world will find
new horizons for their research. I am grateful to have
been given this wonderful opportunity to learn more
about maritime studies, a path that all began with the
story of the J. B. Stetson.
Drop me a line at: jbstetson.book@gmail.com
Follow my latest research at: www.stetsonship.com
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KINDRED CONTACTS
MAILING ADDRESS: The Stetson Kindred of America, Inc., PO Box 31, Norwell, MA 02061-0031
WEBSITE ADDRESS: https://theskoa.org (additional contact information is posted)
OFFICERS
President: James R. (Jim) Stetson, 278 Orchard St., Millis, MA 02054. jim.stetson@gmail.com
Vice President: James W. Stetson, 101 Tar Kiln Road, S. Orleans, MA 02653 stetsonjw@gmail.com
Treasurer:William W. Stetson, 57 Forest Edge, Plymouth, MA 02360 Williamwstetson@aol.com
Secretary: Linda Brooks, 214 Musket Lane, Locust Grove, VA 22508 lbrooks46@yahoo.com
COMMITTEE CHAIRS/APPOINTEES
Archives: President James R. Stetson, Chair.
Building & Grounds: Beau Dyer, Chair, PO Box 25, Plympton, MA 02367 wldex@yahoo.com
Conservation Coordinator: Matt Dyer, 68 Woodman Terr, Hanson, MA 02341 mdyer10@alumni.unity.edu
Finance Committee: John McNeill, Chair, 337 Pleasant St., Petaluma, CA 94952 rovingjohn@sonic.net
Historian/Genealogy: Barbara Merrick, 87 Elm St., Halifax, MA 02338 stetsongenealogy@yahoo.com
Membership Secretary: Secretary Linda Brooks.
Publications: Staci Kendrick-Jones, Chair, 385 S. Orchard Ave, Vacaville, CA 95688 stetsonspirit@gmail.com
Reunion: President James R. Stetson, Chair
Scholarship: Diane O’Brien, Chair, 7 Ferndale Dr., Halifax, MA 02338 Ladydi03230@yahoo.com
Stetson Store: Emilie Bubin Green, 337 First Parish Rd, Scituate, MA 02066 emiliebgreen@mac.com
Website: Timothy D. Stetson, 9 Willow St, Apt 6, Chelsea, MA 02150 tstetson@rmf.harvard.edu

REGIONAL GROUP LIAISONS
West Regional Liaison, Staci Kendrick-Jones, Descendants of Dr. Benjamin Francis Stetson
385 S. Orchard Ave, Vacaville, CA 95688. staciken@gmail.com
Central Regional Liaison, Helen Fankhauser, Descendants of Isaiah Stetson
14540 Heywood, Waverly, NE 68462. hfanky@gmail.com

Special Membership Notices
Its in the Mail!!

Please watch your mail for the Membership Renewal Notice which will be sent out
shortly. Our treasurer, Bill Stetson, asks that you wait until you receive the form before sending in your dues
payment and any contributions you may choose to make. This will help him make sure you get credit for your
payment and that he has applied the funds appropriately in the Kindred’s books. 2019 Dues are below.
Categories Description
Dues
Senior
Lineal Descendant 18 & over ………..$ 15.00
Junior
Lineal Descendant 17 & under ……...$ 5.00
Family
Lineal Descendant & Spouse ………..$ 20.00
Contributing Lineal Descendant & Spouse ……….$ 30.00
Sustaining Lineal Descendant & Spouse.………..$ 50.00
Life
Lineal Descendant (one-time dues)…$ 250.00
Associate
Non-Lineal Descendant or Lineage not yet
confirmed but with an interest in the Kindred ...$ 15.00

Welcome NEW Members!
Senior:

Willard E. Gwilliam
David A. Young
Stephanie J. Young
Associate: Mary Rebecca Ford
Junior (corrected): Ezra Kalev Stetson

Hayes, VA
Poole, Dorset, U.K.
Centennial, CO
Richmond, CA
Woodstock, GA

Special Fund Donations – Supporting the good works of the Kindred
When renewing your membership, you have a convenient opportunity to support the philanthropic efforts of
the Kindred by donating to special funds. Every donation, no matter how small, helps these special causes.





Scholarship The Kindred has long provided a local scholarship for high school Seniors and a number of
college scholarships supporting students across the nation. Funding is provided by donations and
investment returns.
Modbury Cornet Robert Stetson (b. ca. 1615) was born in Modbury, South Devon, England. He
married Honour Tucker and they emigrated to Scituate, Massachusetts. A donation is sent annually to St.
Georges Church in remembrance of our ancestors.
Building & Grounds This fund partly supports the rather broad expenses related to preserving and
maintaining the Stetson Homestead property and building, our sole treasured home site.
Publications Funds are employed in the production of genealogical books and related expenses in
continually upgrading our records and memorabilia of all those who preceded us, the Stetson Kindred.
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USA Today has awarded the
STETSON MANSION in Deland, Fla.
#5 of the top ten Holiday Historic
Home Tours in the Nation and #1 in
Florida!
Congratulations to our Honorary
Stetson Kindred members J.T. Thompson
for donating his exceptional artistic talent
to the interior room designs, and Mike
Solari for promotional expertise earning
the John B. Stetson house a place in
America's Top 10 !!!
If you missed the Christmas tour
this year, it is a Must See for next year!
One
of
Florida’s
grandest
estates,
Stetson Mansion
was built in 1886 for American hat
maker John B. Stetson as his winter
retreat. The High Victorian mansion is
known for its parquet wood floors and
original leaded glass windows. Each
holiday season, the mansion is decorated
with different trappings sourced from around the world.
Visit their website at www.stetsonmansion.com
For all the details….and some beautiful photos!
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