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From the President 

  

   The 2017 Stetson Kindred of America (SKOA) dues letters have been sent out and Kindred Treasurer Bill Stetson reports his 

post office in East Sandwich, MA has been busy the past month filling his mailbox with renewal envelopes from all over the 

country. A tip of the Stetson hat (that's another way of saying "thank you") to the cousins who have renewed their membership 

in the SKOA with special thanks to those who made additional donations to our special funds of Scholarship, Building and 

Grounds, Publications and Modbury. And a heartfelt appreciation goes out to the cousin who sent a generous check to be used 

by the Kindred, "where needed." Your dues and additional contributions will enable the Kindred to continue to grow.  

  We are always pleased when cousins renew their memberships but we take special delight when we can welcome new 

members to the Kindred. We are indebted to our membership committee of LaVerne Stetson (chair), George Cobbett (registrar), 

Barbara Merrick (historian) and Linda Brooks (secretary) for paving the way to enable new cousins to be added to our 

membership. Our most recent additions to the Kindred are listed elsewhere in this newsletter and we welcome you one and all.   

    I would like to recognize a Stetson cousin who never had the opportunity to submit an application for membership to the 

SKOA. Lance Corporal Kenneth Earl Stetson, United States Marine Corps, died in Vietnam due to enemy fire on February 17, 

1968. He was 22 years old. The Fall issue of "The Kindred Spirit" had an excellent article by Kris Kanter and a photo of the 124 

descendants of Isaiah and Aurelia Stetson who gathered for a reunion in Crawford, Nebraska last July. When I saw "Crawford, 

Nebraska," I thought of Ken and wondered if he was descended from one of the lines mentioned in the reunion article? 

    The Virtual Wall Vietnam Veterans Memorial has information on many of the men and women who lost their lives in 

Vietnam. Ken's profile states he was born in Chadron, Nebraska to Lester Stetson and Eleanora Stetson-Hendrickson and that 

"his family farmed and ranched in the Chadron and Crawford, Nebraska area until 1959 when the family moved to Longmont, 

Colorado." Before joining the Marine Corps, Ken married his high school sweetheart, Janet Yeager, who three years ago, posted 

the following on the Virtual Vietnam Wall: "Ken was such a good and wonderful man, always helping others, watching out for 

them. He had a kind and big heart and had his whole life ahead of him with lots of hopes...Men and women like Ken gave their 

lives for what they hoped would be a good cause." 

    Kenneth Stetson is buried near his parents in Mountain View Cemetery in Longmont, Colorado. I imagine he had relatives 

attending the reunion last July in Crawford, Nebraska and if he had made it back from Vietnam, I'm sure he would have liked to 

have been there. The next Crawford Stetson reunion will take place in 2020 and perhaps a toast will be raised to Ken and all the 

others who gave their lives for their country. And speaking of future reunions, please see the wonderful article in this edition of 

the "Kindred Spirit" about Dr. Benjamin Francis Stetson and note that in 2018 his descendants will again gather in 

California. Finally, don't forget to mark your calendars that this summer (August 20), we will meet in Norwell, Massachusetts at 

the Shrine where the Stetson lines originated. Hope to see you there. 

 

 

The Kindred Spirit 
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2016-17 Officers and Board of Directors 

President  Winslow A. (Rick) Stetson - 2017  
Vice-President  Thomas Stetson King - 2017 

Treasurer  William (Bill) Stetson - 2019 

Secretary   Linda Brooks - 2019 

 

Directors: 

Robert Stetson Barlow - 2017  Beverly Colton-Cochrane-2019 

William (Beau) Dyer – 2018               Barbara Gingras -- 2017 

Judith-Ann Grecco – 2019             Emilie Bubin Green – 2019  

John R. McNeill – 2018         James Stetson -- 2018 

 

Archivist –  Beverly Colton-Cochrane - little1943@aol.com 

Building+Grounds -William (Beau) Dyer- wldex@yahoo.com 

Assistant B&G – Matthew Dyer– mdyer10@alumni.unity.edu 

Genealogy Registrar – George W. Cobbett, Sr. email to:           

                                                  stetsonregistrar@yahoo.com 

Historian – Barbara L. Merrick-stetsongenealogy@yahoo.com 

Scholarships – Linda Brooks, Chair at lbrooks46@yahoo.com 

Membership – LaVerne Stetson - lavstetson@aol.com  

Membership Secretary, Linda Brooks - lbrooks46@yahoo.com 

Kindred Photographers – Kristin & Hayden Moore 

Kindred Newsletter – Bob Barlow – rsbconstable@aol.com 

Kindred Newsletter Assistant Editor – Linda Brooks 

Publications and Sales – Emilie Bubin Green –  

                                        emiliegreen@comcast.net 

Webmaster – Timothy Stetson  

Web Site -- thestetsonkindred.wordpress.com 

 

New Members of the Stetson Kindred 

The Board of Directors extends a warm welcome to the 

following cousins who were approved for Membership: 

    Junior Membership 

Shawn Christian Conrad  Montrose, MI 

Jasmine Nicole Hetzer  Flint, MI 

Navaeh Grace Hetzer  Flint, MI 

Lauren Ruby Dean   Lincoln, NE 

Royale Kay Dean   Harrison, NE 

Ezekiel Alexander Stetson  Bellevue, NE 

Ella Rees McNeill   Santa Rosa, CA 

    Junior to Senior 

Frank Noah Conrad   Montrose, MI 

Mary E. R. Conrad   Flint, MI 

   Senior 

Tracy Ann Ramey   Danvers, MA 

Meredith Strang Burgess Cumberland Foreside, ME 

Carolyn Kimball Clark              Turners Falls, MA 

Mildred S. VanWagner-Herron Rhinebeck, NY 

 

In Memoriam 
 

CARROLL RICHARD “DICK” COBURN of New Harbor, 

ME and Cincinnati, OH died on July 7, 2016 at age 93. He and 

his wife Isabel were our previous Kindred Photographers who 

took our group photo for many years.  Isabel passed away in 

2011. Dick is survived by son Chip and daughter Cori Thurlow. 

 

 

CLIFFORD LEE CONRAD of Montrose, MI died on March 9, 

2005 at age 77.  He was a WWII Army and Navy Veteran. 

  

LOUELLA (CASTLE) CONRAD of Montrose, MI died on 

January 20, 2017 at age 78. Clifford and Louella are survived by 

their eight children and step-children, Nancy Jane, Sharon, 

Dorinda, Kevin, Beverly, Marilyn, Lynne, Daryl and Lori. 

 

CHARLENE MARY (PERKINS) STRANG of The Highlands 

in Topsham, ME died on November 30, 2015 at age 95. 

Predeceased by her husband, Walter, she is survived by her son 

Jonathan Strang and daughter Meredith Strang Burgess. 

 

ROBERT E. HYLDBURG of Taunton, MA died on January 7, 

2017 at age 81. Former husband of Jean (Stetson) Fisher, he is 

survived by three daughters Darlene, Sherry, and Bonnie. He was 

a USAF Korean War Veteran and a Civil Engineer. 

 

FLORENCE STETSON PAPP of Peoria, IL died on December 

18, 2016 at age 94. Former wife of  Harold “Bus” Stetson and 

George R. Papp. Survived by daughter Patricia (Gordon) Petry 

and son Greg (Patricia) Stetson of Colorado Springs, Colorado 

and niece (SKOA Member) Karen Rusch. 

. 

ALICE MAY MacMULLEN of Sandisfield, MA and 

Waterbury, CT died on November 23, 2016 at age 91. Alice, an 

elementary school teacher, is survived by her sister, Edna 

Leavenworth and brother-in-law, SKOA Member Jack Seely. 

 

BARBARA STETSON CARMAN (Bobbie) of Tacoma, WA 

died on February 8, 2017 at age 93. Barbara is survived by sons 

Philip and Joe IV, daughters Lisa Rohrback and Sally LeFeber.  

 

Mailing Changes 
The Board of Directors has decided that it is more efficient to 

mail certain business mail to different addresses, rather than 

mailing everything to P.O. Box 31 in Norwell.  While the P.O. 

Box will remain the official address of the Corporation, ie. The 

Stetson Kindred of America, Inc., the following addresses should 

be used for certain mailings.  (Repeated from Fall Newsletter). 

 

Membership renewal dues should go to William Stetson at 4 

Volunteer Road, East Sandwich, MA 02537. 

 

New Membership and Scholarship applications should go 

to Linda Brooks at 214 Musket Lane, Locust Grove, VA 

22508. 

 

Newsletter Articles and Reunion Reservations should go to 

Bob Barlow at 14 Autumn Lane, Marshfield, MA 02050. 

 

Genealogical inquiries should go to Barbara Merrick at 87 

Elm Street, Halifax, MA 02338. 

 

Address changes should go to LaVerne Stetson at 740 East 

Avon Lane, Lincoln, NE 68505. 
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A Stetson Family Gathering 

by Rick Stetson 

  

Front (L-R): Helen Stetson Mavrogordato, Carolyn Stetson, 

Peter Folger Stetson 

Back (L-R): Deborah Stetson, Elizabeth Stetson Ames, Sam 

Stetson, Sylvia Stetson Johnson, Nat Johnson, Rhoda Stetson 

Whittemore, Fred Stetson 

 

   The Stetson cousins in the above photo met last summer in 

Duxbury, MA where a memorial service was held for Jean 

Stetson, the late mother of Carolyn, Sylvia and Sam, the 

grandmother of Nat and an aunt to the others. The cousins shared 

fond stories of Jean who led an amazing life including working 

for the Red Cross during WWII and sailing across the Atlantic 

while dodging U-boat torpedoes. In addition, the cousins brought 

family photos, letters and Stetson artifacts that they enjoyed 

looking through. Members of the Stetson Kindred who have 

similar family reunions are encouraged to email photos and 

stories to the editor of this newsletter to share the experience with 

your cousins. 

 

Dr. Ben’s California Stetson Cousins 

gathering for 31 years! 
by Staci Newman Kendrick-Jones 

 

  The Stetson Cousins 

Reunion in Northern 

California is a 

tradition going back to 

1985.  Every two 

years, the descendants 

of Dr. Benjamin 

Francis Stetson get 

together to visit 

immediate cousins and 

the ever-increasing 

number of extended 

family to share stories 

about Dr. Ben and his 

progeny. 

  Dr. Benjamin Francis 

Stetson was the son of 

Benjamin Franklin 

Stetson;  grandson of Jesse Stetson of Sangerfield/Stockwell, 

New York;  and great-grandson of Benjamin Stetson (1-1-2-1-6-

2) who was born in Old Plymouth Village and died in 

Sangerfield, New York.  (Benjamin6, Ezra5, Anthony4, Robert3, 

Joseph2, Cornet Robert1) 

  Dr. Ben (as he is lovingly called by his descendants) was born 

and raised in Horicon, Wisconsin, and married Cecilia (Celia) 

Mary Salick, in Watertown, Wisconsin on April 28, 1885. After 

he graduated from the University of Chicago Medical School, 

Ben and Celia moved to Nebraska where their first four children 

were born. Within a few years, they made their way to Oakland, 

California and completed their family with six more children. Of 

the ten children, eight lived to adulthood and seven had families, 

which resulted in twenty-nine (29) grandchildren -- the "First" 

Cousins. Dr. Ben practiced medicine in Oakland from 1894 to 

1909 before moving to Napa, California. During the Great San 

Francisco Earthquake of 1906, Dr. Ben was "drafted" from 

Oakland to San Francisco to attend the wounded and sick. He 

was posted with the Army and stationed at Chinatown. 

  On August 31, 1985, the first reunion of Dr. Ben's descendants 

was held in Elk Grove Regional Park near Sacramento and 

families from 23 of the 29 first cousins attended. The event was 

the brainstorm of Norma Wirth, daughter of Edith Mae Stetson 

(Dr. Ben and Celia's youngest child) and was organized by a 

committee of first and second cousins. Norma was the force 

behind the successful Stetson reunions for over 20 plus years 

until she handed off the duties to the next generation of cousins -- 

the "Second" cousins -- approximately 10 years ago. Reunions, 

held every other year usually in Napa or Elk Grove, are a great 

way to meet relatives, learn about Stetson ancestors, why we're 

Californians instead of native Nebraskans, and other family facts. 

   For example, at a recent reunion in Napa, family members 

learned that Dr. Benjamin owned a ranch in Napa in the early 

1900s and the reunion included a visit to the Doctor's original 

ranch property. The land is currently owned by Beringer Winery 

and is a vineyard. Dr. Ben left the ranch when he felt called back 

to Oakland to practice medicine again during the tragic 1918 

influenza epidemic. Unfortunately, Celia died in 1919, however 

several of her children accompanied Dr. Ben on his rounds at one 

time or another prior to finding their own careers and making 

their homes in various cities in Northern California. Dr. Stetson 

was Chief of Surgery at Providence Hospital in Oakland. As one 

of the first doctors to perform open-chest heart massage and to 

utilize X-ray apparatus, Dr. Ben continued his practice up until 

the day of his own death at age 79, when he saw a patient in the 

morning, but didn't awaken from his afternoon nap later in the 

day. That was in 1940.  

  The 2016 Stetson Cousins' Reunion was a success, even though 

we were rained out of Elk Grove Park and had to move indoors 

to Coloma Elementary School in Sacramento.  We count it a 

blessing to get rain in our parched state, and the historical school 

(which is part of the Parks Department)  was a lovely place for 

our indoor reunion where we enjoyed a potluck luncheon. The 

rain cleared long enough for a group photo in front of the school 

building where one of the cousins actually attended as a child. 

His name is also Benjamin Stetson. Four of Dr. Benjamin's five 

remaining grandchildren attended the reunion:  Norma Wirth, 

Irene "Kelly" Blanco Newman, Elizabeth "Barbara Jean" Stetson 

Campbell, and Mary Lou Wirth Shurtleff.  Six branches of Dr. 

Continued on Page 4  
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Dr. Ben’s Reunion continued: 

Benjamin's seven children with families were represented and 

the person traveling the farthest was Kathryn Stetson Phillips 

Holboke coming to visit us on a break from her educational 

post in Croatia. The youngest cousins, Eloise and Sadie 

Kendrick, represented the 7th generation of Dr. Ben Stetson's 

family (and the 15th generation of Cornet Robert Stetson). 

Forty-two adults and 12 children attended.  In addition to a 

brief presentation on using DNA results in genealogy by Tony 

Quinn ( who has found some evidence of relationship 

between Stetsons and Sir Francis Drake's family), the cousins 

traded Stetson stories, learned about Dr. Benjamin Stetson 

and ancestors going back to Cornet Robert Stetson from 

Modbury, Devon, England.   

  The next regular Dr. Ben Cousins reunion will be held in 

2018, but in the Autumn of 2017, we will have a traveling 

reunion for California Stetson cousins to visit Norwell , 

Hanover, the Mayflower II (since we are descended from 

Richard Warren) and the Angle Tree Stone, as well as 

Sangerfield, Stockwell, and Cooperstown. We are starting 

with a Princess cruise from Quebec, disembarking in New 

York, and then continuing on with a driving tour. There may 

still be a few cruise staterooms available at our group 

discount rate. Contact Kindred senior member Staci Kendrick 

Jones: Staci@SuiteRomanceTravel.com for information. We 

are very excited to visit the Shrine, meet some East Coast 

Stetson cousins, and see where our American story began. 

 

    
 

Norwell’s Historic House has no permanent home 

By James Kukstis 

 

  Sitting at the end of Stetson Shrine Lane, right before the 

beginning of Meadow Farms Lane and about 25 yards from 

Route 3, one of Norwell’s oldest structures rests on wooden 

stilts, shrink wrapped in battered and scuffed thick white 

plastic. It’s an odd site, hidden from most residents except in 

the winter months when it can be seen from the highway 

through bare tree branches. 

  What to do with the Sgt. Samuel Stetson House has become 

a years-long headache for the town with no end currently in 

sight. Its current home was meant to be temporary, but the old 

house has sat there untouched for more than four years. 

  According to Norwell Town Administrator Peter Morin, the 

 

 

plan is to move the structure just up the street to the new town 

cemetery, for a to-be-determined use. Possibilities include 

administrative use, meeting space, or a space to hold events in 

conjunction with services being conducted at the cemetery. 

  Originally, town officials sought bids for a project that 

included pouring a foundation for the historic structure, along 

with other necessary work at the cemetery, but no satisfactory 

bids came back in the price range, Morin said. 

  Morin said the bid was then modified, splitting up the 

projects to focus on the work that needed to be completed for 

the cemetery to open, including creation of a storage area and 

driveway leading up to it, as well as installation of concrete 

anchors for grave sites. 

  The new town cemetery is scheduled to be completed soon 

and will open in October, 2017. Once that phase of the 

project is complete, the town plans to go out to bid again for a 

foundation for the house in the spring, Morin said. 

  Securing a foundation for the building is the first priority, 

and once a use is determined, further modifications and 

renovations may be necessary, potentially including 

improvements to accessibility and utilities. 

  Norwell Historical Society President Wendy Bawabe 

provided some background on one of Norwell's oldest 

buildings. The house is believed to have been built in the 

1670s by Samuel Stetson, a son of Cornet Robert Stetson, 

who travelled up the North River in 1636. There are 

numerous historic Stetson family homes in Norwell and on 

Stetson Shrine Lane, Bawabe said. 

  The Sgt. Samuel Stetson house was given to the town by the 

family who purchased the land it was built on, 200 yards 

away from its current location, she said. In 2011, special 

Town Meeting voters approved spending $35,000 to move the 

building. It's been at its current location since August 2012.    

jkukstis@wickedlocal.com 

 

 

             
Lance Corporal Kenneth Stetson, killed in action 

February 17, 1968, Republic of Vietnam. For more about 

Ken, see "From the President" on Page One. (Courtesy of 

the Virtual Wall Vietnam Veterans Memorial.) 

 

mailto:jkukstis@wickedlocal.com
mailto:jkukstis@wickedlocal.com
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Abstract of the Board of Directors Meeting 

October 24, 2016, 5:30 p.m. 

Stetson House, Hanover 

 
Present: Rick Stetson, President; Tom King, Vice President; Bill 

Stetson, Treasurer; Linda Brooks, Secretary.  Directors: Bob 

Barlow, Emilie Green, John McNeill, Jim Stetson, Barbara 

Gingras, Judy Grecco and Beau Dyer. 

Absent: Beverly Colton-Cochrane. 

Others Present: Matthew Dyer. 

      With a quorum present, President Rick Stetson called the 

meeting to order at 5:29 p.m. The Agenda and Minutes of the 

May 23, 2016 Board meeting and August 21, 2016 Annual 

Meeting were approved. 

Reports of Officers 

     President Rick Stetson led the group in an after-event 

evaluation of the Annual Meeting. He recommended Board 

members adopt the new Elections policy on the Agenda today, 

and reminded them to sign the Conflict of Interest statement if 

they have not already done so. 

     Appointments: Jim Stetson was appointed to the Finance 

Committee. Diane O’Brien was appointed to the Scholarship 

Committee. Motion passed to assign departmental addresses for 

the return of correspondence due to the lack of someone to pick 

up mail at the Norwell Post office for distribution.  

     Secretary’s Report: Request was made for a written Annual 

Report from Building & Grounds Committee. Jim Stetson 

reported we will need an attestation page added to the revised 

Bylaws before we can file them with State of  MA.  

     Treasurer’s Report: Bill Stetson reported that as of October 

22, 2016, we have a balance of $203,929 in our investment 

account. As of September 30, 2016, first quarter FY2016/17 

shows income totaling $5169 vs. expenses of $6322.  He plans to 

use Quickbooks to track financial data. He has not had a chance 

to analyze dues income. Investments and policy vs. risk will be 

reviewed and he will report progress at the next Board meeting. 

Motion passed to accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted.  

Committee Reports 

    Member Survey/Statistics: John McNeill reported about 44 

members responded to the member survey, which will serve as a 

talent asset list. He consolidated the data on an Excel spreadsheet 

and distributed it to all Board members. 

    Merchandise Inventory Report: Emilie Green reported that she 

completed an inventory of merchandise. Sales at the Annual 

Meeting totaled $385. Inventory on T-shirts is very low and 

should be replenished. It was proposed we consider a Stetson hat 

raffle next year.  The Board authorized the purchase of 50 logoed 

Christmas ornaments for sale at the 2017 Annual Meeting. 

    Membership Report: Linda Brooks reported that the Registrar 

has approved 13 new members since October, 2015, six of those 

approved since August 2016. Two Honorary members were 

approved at the Annual Meeting and two junior members 

converted to Senior members this month. It was suggested Pierce 

McDonnell, author of the new book J. B. Stetson—The Story of a 

Ship, would make a good candidate for an Honorary 

membership. 

    Newsletter Report: Editor Bob Barlow said the next issue is 

scheduled for early November. 

    Building & Grounds Report: Chair Beau Dyer said the  

 

 

Pavilion is in relatively good shape; a painting party is planned in 

the spring. 

Unfinished Business 

   The Board approved discharging the Ad Hoc Bylaws 

Committee, and directed the Website manager to post the revised 

Bylaws on the Website. 

New Business 

   The Board took the following actions: 

   1) adopted General Policy Resolution 2016-2, which 

establishes new Elections procedures to confirm members voting 

at the Annual Meeting are members in good standing. 

    2) agreed to explore options for updating and redesigning the 

Kindred Website relative to content and technical support.  

    3) deferred adopting Board goals for 2016/17. 

    4) determined the cost of favors to members at the Annual 

Meeting be paid for from general funds and not added to the cost 

of the meal. 

    5) agreed to investigate options available for Officer/Director 

liability. 

Director Comments 

 President Rick Stetson will send entertainer Jon Stetson a special 

invitation letter to attend our Annual Meeting. Michael Solari 

and JT Thompson, renovators of the Stetson Mansion in DeLand, 

FL, were also invited and have tentatively accepted. 

Next Scheduled Meeting: Monday, March 20, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 

at the Stetson House, Hanover. 

Adjournment   7:49 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Brooks, SKOA Secretary 

 

Help us find a few good cousins!! 
 

The Kindred Nominating Committee is looking for members 

who would be interested in joining the Kindred leadership either 

as a Director or Officer. If you have an interest, or know of 

somebody we should be talking with, please take a moment to 

contact us. These positions require an enthusiasm for the 

Kindred, and a few hours a month, usually by teleconference. Of 

course, more can be done if one wishes, but it needn’t become a 

career. We’d love the opportunity to chat with you about what 

the Kindred is up to, and how you might be able to be a part of 

some good works. Recent activities under consideration are 

membership development, communications, and member 

benefits. If you have a basic fondness for the Kindred, and can 

spare a little time, let’s talk! 

 

•John McNeill, Chair – rovingjohn@sonic.net  707-974-1708  

California 

•William Stetson – williamwstetson@aol.com  508-888-0323  

Massachusetts 

•Emilie Bubin Green – emiliebgreen@mac.com 781-820-8458 

 Massachusetts 

•Linda Brooks – lbrooks46@yahoo.com  540-972-9640   

Virginia 

•Bob Barlow – rsbconstable@aol.com  781-834-4387  

Massachusetts 

 

Facebook -- Have you visited your cousins on Facebook?  

Give it a try by just searching Stetson Kindred of America. 
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The Gardner Family of North Carver, MA 

by Randall S. Gardner 

    In response to the Spring 2015 Newsletter: "we would 

like to publish a few stories of Stetsons who served during 

this war, (WWI), we'd like to begin collecting them now for 

our archives," it is a great pleasure and an honor for me to 

share with our Stetson cousins the chronicle of my 

grandfather, Howard Cudworth Gardner, 1898-1953, who 

served in the AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 

under General Pershing, and by whom I possess bloodline 

ascendancy to Cornet Robert Stetson of Scituate, MA. 

    My family history for the past four generations in the 

photographs and family biographies were related to me by 

my grandmother, Annie Mildred (Galfre) Gardner, (d. 

1986), and by my father, Howard Cudworth Gardner, Jr., 

(1926-2010). Both knew and verified the three generations 

before my birth. For the generations preceding my great 

grandfather, (Edgar Ernest Gardner, 1868-1921), I have 

proven descent through the official records of The 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts including the published 

Vital Records of the towns of Pembroke and Scituate. 

    Fifty years ago, my grandmother, (Annie), told me my 

grandfather walked nine miles to the Army Recruiting 

Office in Plymouth, MA from his home in North Carver, 

MA, and then back again, to answer President Wilson's call 

to arms in 1917. I always thought this was rather ironic as 

my great grandfather owned and operated a blacksmith 

shop. My grandfather worked on horses and wagons every 

day in the shop. 

    My grandfather, Howard Cudworth Gardner, was born in 

No. Carver, MA on May 11, 1898, and died at the VA 

Hospital in Framingham, MA on January 27, 1953. The 

house in which my grandfather was born still stands on the 

north side of Plymouth Street, across from the side parking 

lot of the present Cumberland Farms, and next to the lot 

that is now out of use, that held the blacksmith shop in 

North Carver at the intersection of Rt. 58 and Plymouth St. 

    His father was Edgar Ernest Gardner, 1868-1921, and his 

mother was Adelaid Dickie (Higgins) Gardner, 1867-1946. 

Edgar was born in Norwell, MA, and Adelaid was born in 

Onslow, Nova Scotia. 

    My grandfather fought in the Battles of Chateau Thierry, 

July 1918, St. Mihiel, Sept. 1918 and the last Battle of 

Verdun, Oct. 26 to 29, 1918. At Verdun, he was wounded 

by shrapnel from German heavy artillery on Oct. 29, 1918, 

less than two weeks before the armistice. He regained his 

health and went on to sire a family of eight children of 

whom my father was the second oldest. He was awarded 

the Purple Heart and the Victory Medal. His service record 

is summarized on his Honorable Discharge of which I have 

included a photo copy of the original. 

    I've also included copies of his only surviving letters, 

written on the battlefield, to his sister, my great aunt Grace. 

Luckily, she gave me these letters fifty or so years ago, and 

they convey a soldier's eternal loneliness for home, family, 

and the small pleasures we take for granted. 

    My descendant bloodline from Cornet Robert through 

my grandfather is as follows: Cornet Robert, Robert, Isaac, 

John, Nathaniel, John, RUTH STETSON m. John Gardner, 

John Gardner, Jr. m. Elisabeth Cudworth, Edgar Ernest 

Gardner, Howard Cudworth Gardner, Howard Cudworth 

Gardner, Jr., Randall S. Gardner. 

    Our Stetson Cousins who also descend from Ruth 

(Stetson) and John Gardner, m. in Pembroke April 1819, 

will find it interesting to learn that through Ruth, my great-

great-great grandmother, we also possess an ascendant 

bloodline to Mayflower Pilgrim Richard Warren, 12th 

signer of the Mayflower Compact. We thus are eligible for 

membership in The Society of Mayflower Descendants, of 

which I am a proud member. 

    Our cousins who are also descendants of the Cudworth 

family will be interested to learn that through Major James 

Cudworth, (d. 1682), immigrant to Scituate, MA, we 

possess ascendant bloodlines to Edward I, King of England, 

by his second queen Margaret of France, daughter of Philip 

III King of France, through their son Thomas of Brotherton, 

Prince Regent and Royal Advisor to his half-brother 

Edward, II, and his nephew Edward III. Through Edward I 

we possess lines of ascent to William the Conqueror and 

Charlemagne. Also through Major Cudworth we have 

proven lines of ascent to eleven of the Magna Carta Surety 

Barons and, through three of his daughters, to William 

Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, Knight Crusader, Knight of 

the Order of Knights Templar and Lord Protector and 

Regent of the Realm of England during the minority of 

King Henry III, King of England. The 1217 reissue of 

Magna Carta, The Great Charter, bears the Official 

Armorial Seal of William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke. 

    It is my hope that my research will be of use to future 

generations by using the archives of the Kindred to further 

our understanding of our ancestors and the times in which 

they lived. 
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By Bill Stetson 

 

Welcome aboard!  On first glance you probably assumed this ship, the J. B. Stetson, was named after John Batterson 

Stetson, inventor of the Stetson Hat and one of the founders of the Stetson Kindred of America.  

 

Guess again!   

 

Coincidentally, there was another famous nineteenth century J. B. Stetson – James Burgess Stetson – a self-made 

businessman and leading civic leader in San Francisco’s post-Civil War era.  Consequently, two famous J. B. 

Stetson’s flanked the United States, the hatter on the East Coast, the businessman on the West Coast.  

 

Born in Plymouth, James Burgess Stetson traveled to the West Coast in 1852 in his father’s footsteps, tinned for 

gold and made money.  Nevertheless, the bulk of his fortune came from other business ventures in San Francisco.  

 

While Pierce McDonnell’s book, J.B. Stetson: The Story of A Ship, was named after the West Coast businessman, 

it is primarily a history of that 1905 ship.  McDonnell’s work carries the reader through tales of its captains, owners 

and its adventures as it plied the west coast from Alaska to South America.  The last trip ended in a shipwreck as is 

illustrated on the cover.  

 

The author’s loving memoir of the vessel arises from his own family’s history since his great grandfather was the 

last owner of the vessel. McDonnell, a high school senior with an interest in history, math and Chinese, is about to 

enter college. Our hats off to his remarkable achievement! 

 

Pierce’s book is available on Amazon.com. 
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P.O. Box 31 

Norwell Ma. 02061-0031 
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 

 
 
  

     

     First Class 
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Please renew my Membership in the Stetson Kindred of America, Inc. at level indicated below. (Check your mailing label). 

Anyone who has not submitted the documentation required to support his/her lineal descent will be carried as an Associate Member. 

Life Members may want to contribute to the Special Funds listed below. 

Categories             Description        Dues      (Revised 12/2003) 

Senior   Confirmed Lineal Descendant 18 & over  $   10.00 __________ 

Junior   Confirmed Lineal Descendant 17 & under  $     5.00 __________ 

Family   Confirmed Lineal Descendant & Spouse  $   15.00 __________ 

Contributing  Confirmed Lineal Descendant & Spouse  $   25.00 __________ 

Sustaining  Confirmed Lineal Descendant & Spouse  $   50.00 __________ 

Life   Confirmed Lineal Descendant   $ 250.00 __________ 

Associate  Non-Lineal Descendant or Lineage not yet proven 

   but has an interest in the Kindred Association $   10.00 __________ 

 

Special Fund Donations 
Scholarship     $__________ Modbury    $__________ 

Building & Grounds       $_________ Publications $__________ 

 

Please make total (Tax Deductible) Dues and Special Fund Donations payable to:    Stetson Kindred of America, Inc. 

 

Name  ________________________________________IMPORTANT Member number from mailing label_________ 

 

Street  ______________________________________________________    Mail to:  Stetson Kindred of America, Inc. 

             c/o  William Stetson 

City  ______________________________________________________   4 Volunteer Rd., East Sandwich, MA 02537 

 

Telephone (_________)____________-_______________________________ 

 

E-mail  __________________________________________@__________  


