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From the President 

  In August, the annual meeting of the SKOA will close out another year with the election of officers 

and reports from our various committees. Even though we still have a couple of months before we 

gather at the Shrine in Norwell, it has already been a very productive year. 

    Several months ago, a survey was emailed to Kindred members asking for volunteers who might be 

able to assist the Kindred. I'm delighted to report we had responses from some talented cousins who 

said they could help with the scholarship committee, perform an audit for the finance committee and 

even give a hand to support the Kindred's registrar. We are still looking for cousins who could help 

newsletter editor Bob Barlow by writing an article about their Stetson ancestors. Our appreciation goes 

out to Staci Newman Kendrick-Jones and Randall Gardner who submitted interesting accounts of their 

Stetson kinfolk in the Winter edition of "The Kindred Spirit." We hope other cousins will follow with 

articles of their own.  

   Your SKOA has been hard at work making plans for our annual meeting. The nominating committee 

is interviewing candidates to replace several board members who will step down due to term limits. 

Our "West Coast Board Member," John McNeill, has been especially busy. The other day he contacted 

the president of the Stetson Hat Company, told him about our organization and wondered if the 

company might provide a hat that could be raffled off to raise funds for SKOA scholarships. John 

received a quick response saying the company would be glad to do so (more information about the 

raffle found elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

   And while giving a "tip of the Stetson hat" to John, I should mention he will be our speaker Saturday 

evening at the Methodist Church in Norwell for those who can attend a dinner the night before the 

annual meeting. John's presentation will be on Pierce McDonnell's book, "J.B. Stetson, The Story of a 

Ship." Pierce could not be with us as the talented young writer will be starting college, but John 

attended his presentation in San Francisco and took good notes. We will have some autographed copies 

of the book for sale at the Stetson Store along with some other nice items like Stetson Christmas 

ornaments so be with us if you can on August 20 for an annual meeting that is always lots of fun. Order 

forms for the lobster dinner will be included in the Call sent out in July so be watching your mail. Hope 

to see you this August in Norwell.          Rick 

The Kindred Spirit 
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2016-17 Officers and Board of Directors 
President  Winslow A. (Rick) Stetson - 2017  
Vice-President  Thomas Stetson King - 2017 

Treasurer  William (Bill) Stetson - 2019 

Secretary   Linda Brooks - 2019 

 

Directors: 

Robert Stetson Barlow - 2017  Beverly Colton-Cochrane-2019 

William (Beau) Dyer –- 2018              Barbara Gingras -- 2017 

Judith-Ann Grecco –----2019         Emilie Bubin Green – 2019 

John R. McNeill –------ 2018        James Stetson -- 2018 

 

Archivist –  Beverly Colton-Cochrane - little1943@aol.com 

Building+Grounds -William (Beau) Dyer- wldex@yahoo.com 

Assistant B&G – Matthew Dyer– mdyer10@alumni.unity.edu 

Genealogy Registrar – George W. Cobbett, Sr. email to:                                                                      

stetsonregistrar@yahoo.com 

Associate Registrar -- Sumner G. Hunnewell, Jr. email to: 

hildifonstook@prodigy.net. 

Historian – Barbara L. Merrick-stetsongenealogy@yahoo.com 

Scholarships – Linda Brooks, Chair at lbrooks46@yahoo.com 

Membership Secretary, Linda Brooks 

Membership Chair, LaVerne Stetson - lavstetson@aol.com  

Kindred Photographers – Kristin & Hayden Moore 

Kindred Newsletter – Bob Barlow – rsbconstable@aol.com 

Kindred Newsletter Assistant Editor – Linda Brooks 

Publications and Sales – Emilie Bubin Green – email to: 

emiliebgreen@mac.com 

Webmaster – Timothy Stetson  

Web Site -- thestetsonkindred.wordpress.com 

 

New Members of the Stetson Kindred 

The Board of Directors extends a warm welcome to the 

following cousins who were approved for Membership: 

Senior   

Carol Vivian Belcher            Franklin, MA 

Jeffrey Joseph Both                          Sea Cliff, NY 

Robert Thomas Coyne               Manchester, MA 

Sumner G. Hunnewell, Jr.                 Arnold, MO 

Jon Robert Meek                  Oklahoma City, OK 

Timothy Lloyd Stetson        Turnbridge, VT  

 

Senior to Life 

Donald Stetson Robinson              Shelburne, VT 
 

2017 Annual Meeting and Reunion 
   Are you ready?  The big weekend starts on Saturday, the 

19th.  Members gather at 5:00 PM at the Church Hill 

Methodist Church, located at the corner of River Street and 

Stetson Road for a delightful dinner at 5:30 prepared by Fork 

In The Road Catering, followed by a talk by a guest speaker. 

   On Sunday morning, the 20th we’ll start out with coffee and 

pastries at the Pavilion at 9:00 AM.  Registration and 

welcoming continue until 10:00 when Kelli Barlow Dean will 

have kid’s games available.  Then at 11:00 we’ll have the 

annual group photo in front of the Pavilion, and then at 11:15 

 

 

 

 

 the call of “Clam Chowder Time” is sounded, followed by the 

Clambake at 12:00. The Annual Meeting is set for 1:30 – or as 

soon as the lunch is over. 

And who could pass up that Clambake for $37 (incl 

tax+tip) – no cost increase this year! 

Catered by the Family Crest Catering, the meal will include: 

1 1/4 lb. Boiled Lobster, Steamed Clams with Drawn Butter 

Corn-on-the-Cob, Red Bliss Potato Salad, Homemade Cole 

Slaw, Corn Bread & Butter, and Strawberry Shortcake with 

Homemade Whipped Cream for dessert. 

And all for only   $37.00 per Person   (incl. tax & tip)! 

Substitute Chicken Breast for Lobster for      $29.00 (incl t+t) 

Extra. 6 oz. Boneless Breast of BBQ Chicken $ 6.00 

Kid’s Meal: Clam Chowder, Hot Dog, Cheeseburger, Corn on 

 the Cob    $13.00 

Vegetarian Meal: Grilled Vegetable Scampi with Penne Pasta 

     $13.00 

We hope that you will be one of our relatives or guests who is 

attending the 112th Reunion. 

 
   Reservation forms for the annual meeting's lobster 

dinner will be sent out in the Call on July 15th. Please try 

to get your reservation in by August 13th so we can 

finalize plans. 

 
For those spending the weekend, we have listed a 

number of local activities you might enjoy, particularly 

the events in Plymouth and the Marshfield Fair.  These 

are found on our web site at: 

thestetsonkindred.wordpress.com 

 

In Memoriam 
 

WILLIAM “BILL” STRICKLAND STETSON died at his 

home in Bangor, ME on March 12, 2017 at age 98. His job 

was to audit the finances of towns and cities in Maine.  He is 

survived by son William, Jr. and daughters Ann Stetson and 

Linda Goff. 

AVIS LOUISE (HAMMOND) MUNRO died in Orange 

Park, FL on April 30, 2017 at age 100.  Widow of Ronald, she 

is survived by son Arthur E. and daughters Doris E. Small, 

Freda E. Lee, and Lorraine A. Edwards. She lived in Hanson, 

MA. 

ELAINE S. (STETSON) LEVIN died in Ashland (formerly 

of Sharon), MA on June 1, 2017 at age 80. Daughter of John 

and Hilda Stetson and sister of Frank Stetson.  She is survived 

by her daughters Kim Deans and Ellen Levin and sons Keith 

and Adam Levin. 
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Draft Preface of a book about John Batterson Stetson 

being written by Robert English 

 
Appreciation for a great man can sometimes be expressed most 

persuasively at the end of his life. That was the case for a public eulogy 

offered on behalf of John Batterson Stetson after he died on February 

18, 1906, at the age of 76 at his grand winter estate Gillen near DeLand, 

Florida. His death inspired a powerful tribute to the “foremost 

member” of the hat trade from A. L. Belden, the editor of The Hat 

Review, the industry’s monthly trade journal. The journal’s three page 

spread in the March 1906 issue[i] included a full page formal 

photograph of Mr. Stetson as a handsome older gentleman wearing a 

stylish Edwardian double-breasted suit. A full head of short-cropped 

gray hair, a neatly trimmed gray beard and a generous mustache 

adorned his serious and benevolent countenance.  

Belden wrote in the flowery prose of the era: “Mr. Stetson 

ranked personal integrity above financial success and, in so doing built 

wisely, for he achieved in both particulars a triumph.” 

Citing Stetson’s exacting devotion to excellence, the editor 

observed, “Everyone having business with the house knew positively 

that a quality mark upon a hat from the Stetson factory was simply true 

and invariably so; so clearly was this known that the goods were 

accepted the world over in perfect confidence – and the record of the 

first disappointment has not yet been written.”  

Stetson also refused to compete on price, which could have 

required a reduction in quality – an important and integral part of his 

business philosophy, Belden noted. “It was this one price the same to 

all, gauged by the goods and not by the seeming importance of the 

buyer or the magnitude of the order, that deepened the confidence and 

sense of security by everyone handling Stetson hats.”  

             It was a time when the idea that good character is a necessary 

ingredient in business success, although widely advocated, was often 

absent in practice. Not in the case of Stetson, Belden wrote. Stetson’s 

“policy of righteousness in business affairs honored his name, and thus 

made it honored among men,” he noted. A reputation this exalted is 

rare but perhaps even more so among the industrial captains of the 

Gilded Age, when enormous wealth was created, according to Susan 

M. Ryan, a student of John B. Stetson’s life and dean of the DuPont 

Ball Library at Stetson University,[ii] a Baptist college in DeLand that 

Stetson both generously endowed and where he was a board 

member.[iii] John B. Stetson’s principled approach to business stood 

in contrast to “other well-known philanthropic entrepreneurs of the 

time (such as Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Flagler) [who] had 

reputations that included a somewhat ruthless streak when it came to 

business,” she has written.  

Stetson “apparently believed that employee benefits led to 

more satisfied, productive and reliable workers, which, not 

incidentally also increased profits,” Ryan has written. In fact, the John 

B. Stetson Company was ahead of its time in providing employee 

benefits. The company paid decent wages and offered a liberal 

apprenticeship system and a Christmas bonus system that rewarded 

employees who worked continuously throughout the year.[iv] The 

company also set up institutions and operations on the company 

property to benefit workers and their families. These included a 

hospital with a dispensary, a savings and loan association, a library, a 

Sunday school, a kindergarten, and a gymnasium.[v]  

[i] “John B. Stetson,” The Hat Review, March 1906, vol. 33 No. 7, pp. 

15-17. 

[ii] Susan M. Ryan, “John B. Stetson: A Hatter Legacy,” manuscript, 

2016 p. 2. 

[iii] Originally named DeLand Academy, the college was reorganized 

in 1889 as John B. Stetson University, according to American 

Biography 57 

[iv] Ryan, p. 2.    [v] Ibid. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

EVERY Stetson should have a hat! 

Win YOURS in this raffle!! 
 

 
The Stetson Hat Company has 

donated a Certificate for one hat to 

benefit SKOA Scholarship Fund!  

Win this raffle and select size and one 

of three colors of this 6X Skyline Hat 
Tickets are 2 for $5, 5 for $10, 12 for $20. 

Blind Drawing at the Annual Meeting 

No need to be present to win! 

Members order tickets below, or by e-mail 

to williamwstetson@aol.com  
 

Mail this form and your check payable to SKOA 

Scholarship Fund to Treasurer W. W. Stetson, 

4 Volunteer Road, East Sandwich, MA 02537 

OR e-mail to williamwstetson@aol.com, then mail 

your check. Ticket numbers are assigned on receipt 

of payment. Tickets also sold at the Meeting. 
 

SKOA Raffle Ticket Order 

NAME:                                                                . 

City/State:                                                           . 

Phone:                                                                 . 

e-mail:                                                                 . 

# of tickets:                        $:                               . 
  
 

Shop for Stetson Hats at http://www.stetson.com/ 

SStteettssoonn,,  iitt''ss  nnoott  jjuusstt  aa  hhaatt,,  iitt''ss  tthhee  hhaatt. 

mailto:williamwstetson@aol.com
mailto:williamwstetson@aol.com
http://www.stetson.com/
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Abstract of Minutes of March 20, 2017 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Samuel Stetson House, Hanover, MA 
Present: Bob Barlow, Judy Grecco, Emilie Green, Tom 

King, VP and Bill Stetson, Treasurer 

Present Via Phone: Rick Stetson, President; Linda 

Brooks, Secretary, John McNeill and Jim Stetson 

Others: Timothy Stetson, Barbara Merrick and Diane 

O’Brien 

Absent: Beverly Colton-Cochrane, Beau Dyer, Barbara 

Gingras 

    With a quorum present, the meeting was called to 

order at 5:36 by President Rick Stetson. 

Officer Reports:  

     Secretary Brooks reported that our revised Bylaws 

were filed with MA State in October. A copy of a new 

book, J. B. Stetson, The Story of a Ship by Pierce 

McDonnell was donated to NEHGS in Boston, and they 

have accepted it for their Research Library. 

     Treasurer Bill Stetson reported good progress with 

putting our finances on Quickbooks. There has been 

some growth in dues/contribution receipts, but most of 

our income is from investments. 

Operating cash needs to be reduced in favor of 

additional investment, and a checking account opened at 

a local bank to handle daily disbursements.  

Committee Reports: 

     Finance Committee Chair John McNeill 

recommended a few minor changes to the Investment 

Policy, and reallocation of some underperforming 

investments in our Merrill-Lynch portfolio. 

     Website Manager Tim Stetson gave a short update on 

a new SKOA website he is creating using SquareSpace 

on the internet. He expects to have a first-look draft 

available this summer. 

      The Membership Committee reported 13 new 

members have been approved in the past 12 months. 

Seven more are in process. A special mailing to lapsed 

members resulted in 20 more members bringing their 

dues current.  

       Archives: A signed copy of the J.B Stetson book has 

been acquired for our archives/library. 

       Reunion: Preliminary plans were made for the 2017 

Reunion and preparation tasks assigned.  

     The Board voted unanimously to approve the 

following: 

      -  Approved the minutes of October 16, 2016 Board 

meeting. 

      -  Approved the changes to the Investment Policy 

and reallocation of investments in our Merrill-Lynch 

portfolio as recommended by the Finance Committee. 

     -  That the President and Secretary send a letter to the 

Norwell Historical Commission to express the interest of 

the Stetson Kindred in partnering with the Commission 

and Town of Norwell to support their initiatives to 

restore and renovate the Samuel Stetson House.  

      -Accept the Recommendation of the Board Secretary 

to present the nomination of Pierce McDonnell as an 

Honorary member of the Kindred for vote of the 

members at the next Annual Meeting of the 

Membership. 

     - Increase the amount of the annual Norwell High 

School Scholarship from $250 to $500. 

     - Update and Reprint the Stetson Kindred 

Informational Brochure. 

The Board also agreed to the following: 

     Continue to work with the Norwell Cemetery 

Committee, which is receptive to our request to place a 

memorial to Cornet Robert Stetson in the new Stetson 

Meadows Cemetery, design to be determined following 

final relocation of the Samuel Stetson house inside 

cemetery grounds. 

     Contact the Nebraska and California Regional 

Kindred groups to identify a liaison for their group with 

the Norwell SKOA. 

     Judy Grecco will get an estimate for the cost of 

appraising two pictures and possibly a couple of other 

antique items for insurance purposes. 

    The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Brooks, Secretary 

 

Mailing Changes Reminder 
The Board of Directors has decided that it is more 

efficient to mail certain business mail to different 

addresses, rather than mailing everything to P.O. Box 31 

in Norwell.  While the P.O. Box will remain the official 

address of the Corporation, ie. The Stetson Kindred of 

America, Inc., the following addresses should be used 

for certain mailings.  (Repeated from Fall Newsletter). 

 

Membership renewal dues should go to William 

Stetson at 4 Volunteer Road, East Sandwich, MA 02537. 

 

New Membership and Scholarship applications 

should go to Linda Brooks, 214 Musket Lane, Locust 

Grove, VA 22508. 

 

Newsletter Articles and Reunion Reservations should 

go to Bob Barlow at 14 Autumn Lane, Marshfield, MA 

02050. 

 

Genealogical inquiries should go to Barbara Merrick at 

87 Elm Street, Halifax, MA 02338. 

 

Address changes should go to LaVerne Stetson at 740 

East Avon Lane, Lincoln, NE 68505. 
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The Stetson Kindred of America, Inc. 

Regular Board of Directors Meeting 

May 15, 2017, 5:30 PM at Stetson House, Hanover 

 

Present: Rick Stetson, President; Tom King, Vice 

President; Bill Stetson, Treasurer; Linda Brooks, Secretary; 

John McNeill, Judy Grecco, Emilie Green, Bob Barlow, 

Beau Dyer. 

Absent: Beverly Colton-Cochrane, Barbara Gingras, Jim 

Stetson 

Others: Barbara Merrick, Matt Dyer and Diane O’Brien 

   President Rick Stetson called the meeting to order at 5:30 

PM and confirmed a quorum was present. Agenda and 

minutes of the March 20, 2017 meeting were unanimously 

approved.   

   President Rick Stetson reported that the Informational 

Brochure was revised and 1000 copies were printed. His 

letter to the Norwell Historical Commission offering 

financial help for renovating the Samuel Stetson House 

dated March 27 met with no response to date. 

     Appointments: By unanimous vote, Frank Conrad was 

appointed Auditor for this year; Sumner G. Hunnewell, Jr. 

was appointed Associate Registrar.      

     Secretary Linda Brooks reported that Staci Jones in CA 

has agreed to serve as our liaison to her regional group; we 

still need a liaison to the NE group.   

     Treasurer Bill Stetson reported that there was no 

financial update since the March report. A year-end 

statement is expected to be ready by July 1 with plans to 

have an annual report ready to be mailed with the Call. Bill 

is comparing local banks to find one that provides the 

customer-friendly features we need to use for an operating 

cash account.  

Committee Reports: 

    Finance: Chair John McNeill reported that the trade 

approved at the March meeting was executed to create a 

balance of 75% in equities and 25% cash and fixed income. 

Performance of our portfolio showed an 8% return from 

January 1 thru May 12. Balance is now $226,742. 

    Nominating: Chair John McNeill reported the Committee 

has identified two good candidates for the two Director 

seats; the search for VP and President candidates is 

ongoing.    

    Membership: Chair Linda Brooks reported that from 

March through May 11 four new members were approved 

and one member advanced to Life membership. Since 

January 1, we have 7 new junior members and 6 new senior 

members. 

    Scholarship: Scholarship applications will be reviewed in 

June and a report and awards ready in time for the annual 

meeting. 

    Newsletter: Editor Bob Barlow said the next issue will 

go out around mid-June. 

    Stetson Store: Emilie Green is working on getting specs 

and pricing for logoed Christmas ornaments to sell this 

year.   

    Building & Grounds: Chair Beau Dyer reported no 

significant problems at the Homestead.  A maintenance 

date was set for July 15; volunteers are needed for a day of 

cleanup and painting before the Reunion. Lunch will be 

provided.  

    Publications: Barbara Merrick reported that work on 

Book 6 is ongoing.  

    Insurance Appraisal: Judy Grecco will continue to 

pursue an appraisal for specific asset items. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

    The Board generally agreed to continue to meet in 

person, with some Directors attending via conference call 

as their personal circumstances required.  The President 

will consult with Jim Stetson for advice regarding the 

advertised sale of our copyrighted Book 4 by a company in 

India. Bob Barlow will investigate options for short-run 

printing of our lineage books from a PDF file. 

   Reunion Plans: Details of events were discussed and 

assignment of tasks accepted. 

Scheduled Meetings: Annual Meeting of the Membership, 

August 20, 2017 at 1 p.m. at the Pavilion. 

    The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, Linda Brooks, Secretary 

 

New SKOA Christmas Ornament 

 
Cousin Emily Green has developed a lovely Stetson 

Coat-Of-Arms Christmas Tree Ornament.  We are 

having some made and they will be on sale at the 

Annual Meeting/Reunion in August. 
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An Amusing Vignette from Early California 

Starring Edward L. Stetson 
By Linda Brooks 

   At the time of his death in 1909, prominent San Diego 

merchant William Heath Davis Jr. had left an unpublished 

update to his earlier book, Sixty Years in California (pub 

1889), chronicling the growth of California during the 19th 

century. The manuscript, recovered following Davis’ death, 

was edited by Douglas Watson and John Howell and the 

book republished in 1929 under the title Seventy-Five Years 

in California, 1831-1906. 

   From the Preface, we learn that the book is an 

encyclopedia of episodes and personal portraits, 

chronicling the history of events and life in California 

under the Mexican regime during quasi-military 

government of the territory by the U.S., and after admission 

of the State to the Union. 

   No book, written by a contemporary dealing with (San 

Francisco/San Diego) CA, has been so widely quoted as the 

volume of which this work is an outgrowth.  It is the 

acknowledged sourcebook for the period it covers. Davis 

lived through a time known as the Pastoral Period, when 

Missions were disintegrating and their lands passing into 

the hands of the great rancheros, migrating newcomers 

settled in droves, and when the explosive growth of San 

Francisco followed the gold rush and devastation of the 

fledgling city from the great fire of 1905. 

   We can much appreciate Davis’ decision to record the 

following Stetson vignette in his book for us to find more 

than a century later: “About March 1841, the Ecuadorian 

brig Joven Carolina from Guayaquil arrived, commanded 

by Ecuadorian Captain Miguelon. The vessel brought a 

cargo mostly of cocoa, with a quantity of coffee from 

Central America, along with some Peruvian commodities. 

She remained at Yerba Buena until November, disposing of 

the goods, all of them being sold in the bay and a portion to 

vessels trading along the coast. The vessel then would sail 

back to Guayaquil and Peru with tallow. 

    Shortly before she sailed, Capt. Miguelon urged me to go 

to Guayaquil with him as “supercargo”, later to return to 

California. The offer was an excellent one, but I declined it, 

thinking I could do better by remaining where I was. 

    One day in January 1842, after I had joined up with 

Captain John Paty as supercargo on his merchant ship, I 

started on horseback with Edward L. Stetson, the young 

clerk of the vessel, accompanied by a vaquero from Don 

Domingo Peralta’s rancho near the present site of Berkeley, 

for the pueblo of San Jose. Stetson had just come from 

Charlestown, Mass. 

   It had been raining hard, and the creeks were swollen, 

running over their banks, the country flooded all round; 

winter having been a severe one. On reaching Alameda 
creek at the crossing near Vallejo’s Mill, we found it was 

overflowing and the current very swift. In that condition, it 

was dangerous to cross. I had often crossed under similar 

circumstances, and I consulted with the vaquero as to the 

expediency of proceeding; he replied “Just as you please.”  

Stetson said it looked very risky. I told him to keep  

 

perfectly cool and steady, as the horse would have all he 

could do to take him over, and he must not do anything to 

excite the animal or throw him off his balance.  The 

vaquero went first, Stetson next and I followed.  About 

halfway across, the vaquero’s horse, a large white colt, 

unbroken, lost his footing and the rider rolled over and over 

in the stream, but after a hard tussle brought up on the 

opposite side, the vaquero having stuck to the horse all the 

time.  When this happened, Stetson began to weaken, got 

unsteady, nervous and turning around looked very white, 

remarking that it was the worst scrape he ever got into. I 

told him not to look around, which might embarrass the 

horse, but to look ahead, to hold on and keep cool. 

However, he began to shake and presently down the horse 

went, and the two began to roll over and over. He lost his 

hold on the saddle and floundered about in the stream, his 

long limbs projecting here and there, as the current swept 

him away.  Notwithstanding the peril he was in, I could not 

resist laughing at his ridiculous appearance. The horse got 

across, and Stetson brought up on a little island. Getting 

across the stream dry on my horse, I called out to him to 

rest awhile and then swim ashore the best he could. Being a 

swimmer, he finally plunged in, and with hard work in the 

swift water reached shore, minus his hat and a fifty-dollar 

serape. We gave the vaquero a dollar, and he returned an 

hour later with the serape, having been fortunate enough to 

recover it. We resumed our horses, and on reaching the 

Mission of San Jose were cordially welcomed by Father 

Munro.  Stetson and the vaquero were furnished with 

clothing while their own was drying, the difficulty being to 

find garments which would accommodate Stetson’s long 

limbs, and at best the bottom of his pantaloons came 

halfway up to his knees. Considerable merriment was had 

at his expense.” 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Edward L. Stetson was the 11th child of 

David and Sarah (Lapham) Stetson.  Born in Charlestown, 

MA in 1819, he went to sea at an early age, clerking aboard 

merchant ships plying their trade between Boston and the 

California coast. John Stetson Barry, early author of the 

Stetson lineages, recorded in his notes on Edward that he 

was known to have served on board “the US sloop of war 

Captain Hull, as clerk”, and the last record of him was as a 

signatory in the settlement of an estate in Yerba Buena 

(now San Francisco) in 1857.  After that, we learn nothing 

more of Edward, and he last appeared on the California 

voting rolls in 1852 in Salerno.  It is clear from the story 

that Davis tells that Edward no doubt first sailed out of 

Charlestown with Capt. John Paty in 1842 or earlier, a 

master mariner who also had roots in Massachusetts and 

who was ultimately anointed with the rank of Commodore 

by King Kamehameha III of Hawaii.  Paty was best known 

for his merchant trips to the Philippines and Mexico, but 

more so for countless voyages to the Hawaiian Islands from 

the West Coast, taking great pride in his career for never 

having lost a seaman, passenger, or ship.  Only later was 

Edward a clerk on the Captain Hull (1857). 
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Stetson Named Player of the Year 

  

Sadie Stetson, a 

sophomore on the 

Saint Johnsbury 

Vermont girl’s 

basketball team, 

has been named as 

the 2016-17 

Gatorade Vermont 

player of the year 

in addition to 

Vermont's "Miss 

Basketball" by the 

Burlington Free 

Press. 

   In announcing the 

award, the Free 

Press ran a full-page color photo of Stetson along 

with a headline on the paper's sports page that read, 

"Stetson did it all for the Hilltoppers." Staff writer 

Alex Abrami told how Stetson began every game. 

"At 5 foot 7, she soars for the opening tip. She 

marks the opposing team's best player on the 

perimeter or in the paint. And the sprightly, quick-

footed guard, with next-level court vision and a 

smooth jumper, takes charge of the SJA offense." 

   Stetson averaged 13.2 points, 5.5 rebounds, three 

assists and 3.5 steals per game in leading St. 

Johnsbury to an 18-2 regular season record and a 

runner-up spot in the state playoffs. An opposing 

coach observed how Sadie prefers to set up her 

teammates. "She doesn't want to be the lead scorer, 

she wants the other kids to make baskets. She 

makes every kid on the floor better." 

   The Gatorade Player of the Year award 

"recognizes not only athletic excellence, but also 

high standards of achievement and exemplary 

character demonstrated on and off the court, and 

distinguishes Stetson as Vermont's best high school 

girls basketball player. 

   Sadie's coach, Jack Driscoll, said, "She's not 

flashy, showy or boastful in any way. Her demeanor 

is pretty constant, always under control." Stetson 

maintains a B+ average in school and in addition to 

playing basketball, she serves as a tutor. With two 

more years before graduation, we look forward to 

following Sadie's progress through high school and 

perhaps in college as well. The Stetson Kindred is 

always pleased to read about a cousin who can "do 

it all." 

 

Stetson Middle School, West Chester, PA 

The original Stetson 

Middle School 

opened as South 

Junior High School 

serving grades 7-9 

in 1959. In 1962, 

the building was 

named after Dr. 

George Arthur 

Stetson, the retiring 

Superintendent of 

Schools. In 1977, 

Stetson became a 

middle school serving grades 6-8. 

   A native of Crawford County, Pennsylvania, Dr. 

Stetson held an undergraduate degree from 

Allegheny College in Meadville, a master's degree 

from Columbia University in New York City, and a 

doctorate in education from the University of 

Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. He taught for a time 

in Titusville High School and was superintendent of 

the Titusville schools just prior to coming to West 

Chester as the newly appointed superintendent in 

1938. He was the fourth superintendent of schools, 

serving 24 years from 1938 to 1962. Over that 

period, he saw numerous changes, including the 

growth West Chester schools from an enrollment of 

2,454 to 6,526 students. The latter figure included 

the joint enrollment of youth in West Chester's 

secondary schools before the district was 

consolidated. The school was destroyed in a fire in 

December 1947. Dr. Stetson was responsible for 

guaranteeing an uninterrupted education to the 

students who lost their classrooms, textbooks, and 

school records. He died March 21, 1977 at the age 

of 80. In 1996, the School Board decided to raze the 

Stetson building and construct a new school on the 

same site. 

 
The original Stetson building 
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Please renew my Membership in the Stetson Kindred of America, Inc. at level indicated below. (Check your mailing label). 

Anyone who has not submitted the documentation required to support his/her lineal descent will be carried as an Associate Member. 

Members may want to contribute to the Special Funds listed below. 

Categories             Description        Dues      (Revised 12/2003) 

Senior   Confirmed Lineal Descendant 18 & over  $   10.00 __________ 

Junior   Confirmed Lineal Descendant 17 & under  $     5.00 __________ 

Family   Confirmed Lineal Descendant & Spouse  $   15.00 __________ 

Contributing  Confirmed Lineal Descendant & Spouse  $   25.00 __________ 

Sustaining  Confirmed Lineal Descendant & Spouse  $   50.00 __________ 

Life   Confirmed Lineal Descendant   $ 250.00 __________ 

Associate  Non-Lineal Descendant or Lineage not yet proven 

   but has an interest in the Kindred Association $   10.00 __________ 

 

Special Fund Donations 
Scholarship     $__________ Modbury    $__________ 

Building & Grounds       $_________ Publications $__________ 

 

Please make total (Tax Deductible) Dues and Special Fund Donations payable to:    Stetson Kindred of America, Inc. 

 

Name  ________________________________________IMPORTANT Member number from mailing label_________ 

 

Street  ______________________________________________________ Mail to: Stetson Kindred of America, Inc. 

 

City  ______________________________________________________  c/o  William Stetson 

 

Telephone (_________)____________-_______________________________ 4 Volunteer Road, East Sandwich, MA 02537 

 

E-mail  __________________________________________@__________ 

 
 


